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Catfish Production

 Spawn in protected areas

 Regionally mid-June is peak spawn

 Collect eggs every 3 days

 Held at 79 degrees Fahrenheit

 Feed on yolk-sac 2-3 days

 Fed starter diet for 1-2 weeks

 Stocked 40,000/acre
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Catfish Grow-out

• Fry ponds fertilized with inorganic fertilizer 

as well as fed starter

• Held at 40,000 / acre till 10-15 lbs per 1,000 

then split to 25,000 per acre

• These advanced fingerlings are fed pelleted 

diet until they reach 40-60 lbs per 1,000

• At this point they are split out from 5,000-

15,000 per acre depending on desired sale 

size



z Grass Carp 
Production

2 HCG injections

Spaced 12 hours apart

Administered below dorsal fin

Carp Pituitary Injection

24 hours after HCG injections

Administered by pelvic fin

 Females spawn around 6 hours after 

last injection

 Fertilize and place in hatching jar

 Fry must be stocked before yolk sac 

consumed
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Panfish Production

 Substrate spawners

 Pea gravel nests (1-2 feet depth)

 Male attracts female to nest

 Female bluegill can produce up to 80,000 

eggs per year (multiple spawns)

 Pond fertilization

 Fry split-out for grow-out, or brought into 

indoor facility
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Non-predatory 
Panfish

• Brood stock selection and stocking rates

• Do not have to be reset every year, but should 

for optimal growth (or split fry to fresh ponds 

that have been fertilized for at least 2 weeks)

• Brood stock do not need to be removed

• For optimal growth split out fry at young age if 

weather/water temp permits

• Fingerlings raised between 25,000-50,000 per 

acre depending on desired size at sale

• Inorganic fertilization is key, provide organic 

food as soon as they will start to take it, but 

conitnue with fertilization
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Predatory Nest 
Spawners

• Start with fresh pond every spawn

• Either through draining or poison

• Set brood stock to desired rate

• Can do by either pair or total weight of brooders

• Either way make sure brood stock is in good condition prior to 

spawning

• If fry are to be left in pond brood stock must be 

removed

• Spawn in cages, block nets, large mesh seine

• Fry can be captured and split out (10-50k/acre 

depending on goals)

• If fry are to be pellet-trained should be brought 

in around 1-1 ¼ inches
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Q & A


